December...a time for waiting and a time for joy!

The festive season is with us bringing the first term of
school to its close. December is an extremely busy time
at St. Catherine’s High School but is also a time for cele-
brations and at our School we do our utmost to create
an environment that reminds us of this special time.

December is about waiting. Ron Rolheiser writes: "Learn
to wait! That's not something we do easily and many of
our problems flow from that. We often don't wait prop-
erly for things.” Annie Dillard shares her story about
proper waiting: She had been watching a butterfly
emerge from its cocoon and was fascinated by the proc-
ess until she grew impatient with how long it was
taking and, to speed things up, took a candle and
heated the cocoon, albeit very gently. The ex-
periment worked, but it was a mistake in the
long run. The butterfly emerged more quickly;
however, because adding heat violated some-
thing within the natural process, the butterfly
was born with wings too weak to fly. Haste and
prematurity had stunted and deformed a natural
process.

Some things cannot be rushed, even if the world we live
in is ruled by immediacy. In fact, Carlo Carretto suggests
this: "Be patient! Learn to wait - for each other, for love,
for happiness, for God!" So change would be happening,
even if it may not be so apparent or the process is very
slow. Therefore, as our heart waits for its Christmas, let
us all cherish the gifts that lie in the process of waiting.

December was all hustle and bustle with different activi-
ties taking place. And, despite the stress levels going up
at times and the tiredness impacting on our energies, it
is very satisfying to see the smiles, the excitement and
the happiness on the students’ faces as they prepare -
be it rehearsals, class activities, costume-making, ex-
changing cards, decorating the place, or contributing to
good causes - and wait for the Christmas events. And
after all the waiting, satisfaction eventually comes filling
the School and our hearts with joy.

We want to thank all the Teachers and Child Carers for
their
making this festive sea-

commitment for

son, once again, one to
remember for their stu-
dents. Well done and
keep it up!

And as the School closes
for the Christmas pe-
riod, we hope that our students and staff take time to
rest and enjoy this time and regain their energies for
when we resume school in January, in the hope that the
second and third terms provide us with yet more joys of
schooling.

Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!

Brian Gauci
School Coordinator
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Notes from the Senior School Diary

During the first term the Senior School organised several
activities for the Senior students.

The Seniors 1 and 2 had an enjoyable morning at Mdina
where they paid a visit to Mdina Co-Cathedral, the
Roman Villa and Natural History Museum. The Seniors 3
and 4 participated in the Birgufest event which is now
being organised annually. Students had a whole morning
packed with activities. They visited the Inquisitor’s
Palace, the Maritime Museum and two local churches.
They attended a presentation by the Dogs’ Trust
Association and also had the
opportunity to take part in a
The Senior 5

visited the
Malta Dairy Products factory as

Zumba Session.
Biology students
an orientation visit required for
the Matsec examination. As
part of the Biology syllabus they
were also taken out to a field

Christmas Concerts
FLUTTERBY CONCERT

We must say that the Flutterby Concerts on ‘Enchanted
Tales’ (prepared by Groups 6 to 10) were a success.
Once again, both the evening and the matinée shows -
which took place on the 7™ and 9" December respec-
tively - were lovely to watch and both audiences re-
sponded warmly by cheering and clapping for our little
performers as they danced on stage. And one cannot
but not note that we already have some little stars
emerging amongst our Flutterby children!

And what about our Smurf'ed
Child Carers and Helpers? All we
can say is that they always manage
to close the concert with a climax!

Well done to our little children and
their Child Carers, for the items
they prepared and for putting up
such a beautiful show. We loved

study and were assignde

specific areas to study the flora in a garigue area.

During the month of November, the Senior 1 stusents
participated in the MCVS Activity week held at Valletta.
The Senior 4 students paid a visit to the Office of the
Prime Minister. The visit enabled students to gain first
hand experience of the role of the Prime Minister in the
governance of the country and immersed themselves in
the issues which are discussed and decided about on a
day to day basis within the Office of the Prime Minister.
The programme included role plays, active discussion,
short features and a tour of the Auberge de Castille.

The Management of the Senior School organized a num-
ber of presentations and Seminars for its students. The
Senior 1 students attended a programme by Agenzija
sedga on addiction in general with a special emphasis on
technological addiction. On the other hand, Dr. Timmy
Gambin from the Aurora Trust, gave a career oriented
presentation on Underwater Maritime Archeology.

Furthermore, tests of various subjects and at various
levels were administered as part of the formative assess-
ment and in preparation for the Half-Yearly exams.

Finally, Ms. Pauline Bartolo, a Junior College Guidance
teacher, will be giving a talk to the Senior 5 and presen-
tation about Junior College, entry requirements etc.
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PRE-JUNIOR & JUNIOR CONCERT...

On Saturday, 17t December, we had our much awaited
annual Pre-Junior & Junior Christmas Concert.

This year, we chose ‘Exploring Mythology’ as the theme
for our Christmas Concert. But why are these tales im-
portant to us? Because they are stories of the
past....helping us to see the world we live in differently;
because they are not factual, but creative, imaginative
narratives giving us a sense of a reality away from sci-
ence; because they have a moral....teaching us life les-
sons about reconciliation, community, respect and love.

The feedback received by the parents was very good and
the audience enjoyed watching the various items as they
were being taken along a journey into mythology. And
what a grand finale we had as the team of staff danced -
or pretended to - to Wild Dances.

SENIOR CONCERT...

We also had our Senior Concert on 19" December
(morning). The students wrecked their brains to come
up with an item for the show and they prepared hard for
this concert; and in the end they presented a good show.

Well done boys and girls!

Page 2



Multi-Activity Marathon

We are happy to announce that the money raised during
the Multi-Activity Marathon amounted to €5452.25. As
previously informed, this money will go towards the pur-
chasing of new class furniture for our School and any
other costs related to capital expenditure.

School Winter Uniform

Temperatures are getting cooler. Brrrrrr! Kindly note
that as from Monday ot January, when we return to
School after the Christmas holidays, students in Junior 3
and upper levels must start wearing the winter uniform

for colder temperatures, that is, as follows:

We want to thank all the students
and parents who contributed to-
wards this cause. Well done!

Tree Deco Day

This year, we decorated our Christ-
mas Trees differently. In celebra-
tion of the European Year dedicated
to Volunteers, the upper Junior stu-

dents were asked to make a deco-

ration in remembrance of persons

Girls: black polo neck; rust v-neck jer-
sey; charcoal trousers with pin-stripes;
and black anorak with the school logo
or the rust blazer with the school logo.

Boys: black polo neck; light charcoal-
grey v-neck jersey; light charcoal-grey
trousers; and black anorak with the
school logo or the rust blazer with the

school logo.

P.E. Kit (Girls and Boys): yellow sweat-
shirt with the school logo; and black
tracksuit with green and yellow mark-

who in one way or another contrib-
uted significantly to society by their deeds.

The response was extremely good and our students em-
braced such an idea with enthusiasm. We want to con-
gratulate all the students for making such event yet an-
other satisfaction to watch as each and every one of
them presented the person they chose to the rest of the
class and explained the contribution they made to the
wider community.

As is customary, our School
Istrina. During the period 1% to 9" December we
collected money for this worthy cause and the students
had the opportunity to put their donations in the piggy
banks

Representatives from the Istrina came to collect the

specifically given to us for this event!

piggy banks from the School on Friday, 16" December.

Christmas Logs

As in previous years, this Christmas we had yummy
Christmas Logs for sale. We take this opportunity to
thank our group of Mummy Chefs for giving their time to

make such scrumptious logs.

ings.

4

St. Catherine's High School has announced its After-

After-School Extracurricular
Programme

School Programme for the 2™ term (kindly refer to email
sent out on 15" December).

Kindly note that the After-School Programme will start
as of January 16™. Session dates will be announced in
the acknowledgement letter which will be given upon
registration and payment.

Places for each activity are limited and so registrations
will be accepted on a first-come first-served basis. In
order to register you are required to complete the regis-
tration slip and submit it to Mr. Brian Gauci together
with the payment by not later than January 11",

Furthermore, as already announced, GymStars will be
starting a Gymnastics Programme on Saturdays here at
St. Catherine's High School. Sessions will commence as
of 7™ January, and will be held from 9:30am onwards.
The price will be of €60 per term (1 hour duration). How-
ever, the cost will be increased if sessions are of a longer
duration.

More details will be supplied by GymStars officials.
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Italy Trip

A group of 25 students from the Senior 2, 3 and 4 will be
off to Italy on a School Trip next March (16" to 19") for
a cultural trip to visit the main sites in Rome, Villa d’Este
in Tivoli, Castel Gandolfo, Nemi, Lago Albano and the
Natural Park of Castelli Romani.

Boreatton Adventure Trip (UK)

As previously announced, next March, we will be accom-
panying our students on an adventure trip to Boreatton.
The positive experience of last year has spurred us on to
create once again a fun-filled team building adventure
trip for our students. The trip will take place probably
between Friday 16" March and Monday 19" March
2012 and the total cost will be in the region of €700 all
included. Students
from the Junior 4
to the Senior 1 are
eligible to apply.

We are currently
taking provisional
bookings for this
trip so that we can
work out the costs

Book your Diaries!
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Please take note of the following dates:

Wunior & Junior 1 o
N "
27" January to 8 February - Half-Yearly Exams
(Senior 3 & 4).

o 30" January to 8" February - Half-Yearly Exams
(Senior 1 & 2).

¢ 3" to 8" February - Half-Yearly Exams (Junior 4 to
6).
¢ 10" February (Friday) - Public Holiday.

o 20" to 22™ February (Monday to Wednesday) -
Carnival Holidays.

Our Heartfelt Wishes!

There's more, much more to
Christmas than just gifts, cards
and cheer. It's the spirit of sweet
friendship that brightens all the
years. It is thoughtfulness and
kindness; it is hope that is reborn

again, for peace, for understand-

(since flights are
cheaper if we book earlier). Thus, since registrations are
on a first come first served basis, you are kindly asked to
send an email to sue.mifsud.midolo@stcatherines.eu to
signify your intention to send your son/daughter on this
trip.

Thank You for your Cooperation!

We would like to bring to your attention the following
important points:

¢ it is extremely important that students do not
bring more than €2 with them to be spent at the
School Canteen. Please refrain from sending your
children with large amounts of money;

¢ it is important that children who mistakenly take
to their home items belonging to other students
(such as stationery items, bottles and School uni-
form items), return those items to their owner as

soon as possible. Parents are kindly asked to co-- .

operate and help us in retrieving lost items.
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ing and for goodwill to all hu-
mans! Itis not just a season but a spirit and a choice.

On behalf of the School we wish all the students and
their families joy, serenity and many beautiful moments
this festive season and throughout the forthcoming year.
May your good times and treasures of the present be-

S

“Christmas is not a time nor a season,
but a state of mind.

To cherish peace and goodwill,

to be plenteous in mercy,

is to have the real

come the golden memories of tomorrow.

spirit of Christmas.”

Calvin Coolidge
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