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His Grace the Archbishop of  Malta, Mons. P. Cremona as he cuts the 
cake specially prepared for the occasion by the Mummy Chefs and the 

muffins prepared by the students themselves

Senior Students presenting their Maltese Folklore projects 
to parents during the Lejla Maltija

May was buzzing with activity as the School force prepared itself  for 
the Gala Night held at the Westin Dragonara Ballroom on the 15th. 
Parents, staff  and students, past and present, attended the evening making 
it a most memorable moment: delicious food, an elegantly decorated 
venue, excellent service, an intimate atmosphere, a very special 100th 
birthday cake, and above all, the friendly and family ambience that is so 
characteristic of  St. Catherine’s.  It was truly a one-of-a-kind occasion! 

Celebratory events, however, came to their fulcrum on the 27th May 
with a Thanksgiving Mass celebrated by His Grace the Archbishop, 
Mons. Paul Cremona, followed by a visit to our school.  It was a very 
solemn moment of  thanksgiving to God by all who participated, and an 
unforgettable admission that without the help of  God and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. Catherine’s High School would not be celebrating its 
100th year of  service as displayed on a plaque at the entrance to the 
school!

Today, St. Catherine’s High School looks ahead to its next 100 years 
of  service. With its new projects of  Flutterby Child Care Centre for the 
2 to 4 year olds, the AClass Academy of  English for foreign students, the 
partnership with the University of  Sheffield for  Masters and Doctoral 
programmes in Education and the Centenary Vision of  an E-Smart 
School, St. Catherine’s High School continues to mentor students to 
become confident and self-realized adults, responsible citizens and 
lifelong learners. It strives to date to uphold the three basic tenets that 
the School has followed since its inception, namely, a focus on academic 
achievement, an emphasis on discipline geared towards good citizenship, 
and the belief  that children embrace learning more enthusiastically when 
the environment is conducive to their overall well-being. 

Ad multos annos, St. Catherine’s High School!

For more information about St. Catherine’s High School, kindly visit the school 
website - www.stcatherines.eu
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One hundred and one years ago, in 1909, an Italian pioneer in education, Dott. Enrico Wilfred Cortis, 

embarked on the project of founding a Vatican-sponsored school for boys in Rome

6,000 HAIRS SAVED

When Church and State relations became strained, the school 
closed down but  the Cortis family decided to relocate to Malta 
and operate a girls’ school in Malta. The school was passed on 
to his unmarried daughter, Ms. Laura Cortis and took the name 
of  the scholarly saint, St. Catherine of  Alexandria, and made a 
name for itself  all over Malta.

Decades later, the school was passed on to her niece, the 
charismatic and highly respected Mrs. Maria Rita Mangion 
Cortis. Parents flocked to register their children and the school-
house in High Street, Sliema, could no longer provide for the 
physical, psychological and educational needs of  this growing 
population of  young Maltese and International students. It 
was twenty years later that, in the determined and courageous 
hands of  the present Principal, Mrs. Marie Midolo, great grand-
daughter of  the Founder, and her husband, Mr. Paul Midolo, a 
major step was taken - the re-location of  St. Catherine’s High 

School to the present spacious and airy premises in Pembroke. 
Today, the current Principal, administration and staff  of  St. 

Catherine’s High School look back on the hundred years of  
operation of  the school with great pride and joy, as, with  God’s 
help, they have facilitated the educational journey and holistic 
growth of  many a student over these years. To this effect, a 
number of  Centenary Celebration events were organised in the 
past months to commemorate this memorable achievement of  
our school. These events kicked off  with a Lejla Maltija on 
the 30th April on our school grounds. The evening re-united 
people of  all ages, current and past parents,  students and staff, 
and together we shared a pleasant evening celebrating local 
Maltese talents, student representations, and tasted a variety of  
culinary Maltese delicatessen. It was a family celebration with 
over 700 people attending the event - in true style concomitant 
with the title of  the school hymn song - “One Big Family”!
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